
  

 

"Learning to lead in a technical world" 
 

  

 

 

 

2025 Alabama TSA State Leadership Conference 
 

April 15-16, 2025 
 

Montgomery Renaissance Hotel and Convention Center 
 

See the State Conference promotional video here. 
 https://vimeo.com/727897735 

https://vimeo.com/727897735


 

Conference Hotel Reservations are Open 
 

TSA April 2025 
Start Date: Monday, April 14, 2025 

End Date: Wednesday, April 16, 2025 

Last Day to Book: Friday, March 14, 2025 

Hotel(s) offering your special group rate: 

• Renaissance Montgomery Hotel & Spa at the Convention 
Center for $179 per night, click below to 

Book your group rate for TSA April 2025 
  
. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Quick Start Membership 
 

Don't let your students miss out on the benefits of CTSO 
involvement! 

 
Congratulations to our December winning chapter, Chickasaw 

HS. They will be receiving a DJI Mini Drone 2 SE Fly More 
Combo. 

 
Thank you to those chapters that helped us get off to a Quick 
Start with membership, it helps to have funds early in the year 

for operating expenses for the Executive Council 
 

TSA chapter affiliation opened on August 15th, and the 
Alabama TSA goal date for membership is February 28th.  

  
 

 

 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.marriott.com%2Fevents%2Fstart.mi%3Fid%3D1698862267684%26key%3DGRP&data=05%7C02%7Cbscheier%40ALSDE.edu%7C4a26f33b317e4e95f9c708dd2b705849%7C351f1fc546a145dcb71143cc7df1b62b%7C0%7C0%7C638714483716179139%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UBYRuew4YfVxF87WHOCE7i0V%2BSB6vXjw%2F6vyhmOgKhY%3D&reserved=0


 

Membership 

TSA Individual membership (red and white CAP) is $12 per 
member at the national level, plus $8 Alabama state dues for 

a total of $20 per student.  Blue CAP membership is $400 
national dues, plus $150 state dues for a total of $550 to have 

a large sized chapter. You recognize a cost savings at 27+ 
student members when using blue CAP. If your chapter is 

going to be 27 students or less, then individual membership is 
suggested to save money. 

 
In 2023-24 Alabama TSA set a new membership record of 

over 8,856 members and 118 chapters statewide! Help push 
us to a new record for 2024-25 and complete your chapter 

affiliation today! 
 

 

 

Chapter Officer ZOOM Meeting 
 

The Alabama TSA State Officers will be conducting another ZOOM 
meeting with chapter officers on 

The SO team is working to keep your officer teams informed about 
recent changes, state conference updates, membership  promotions, 

deadlines, fundraising, service projects, and all things TSA! 
 

Your chapter officers are invited to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
Tuesday, January 14th at 6:00 PM. Please share the link below with 

your officer team. 
 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81393965311?pwd=bWwdlWkzKPJUzfwwkvPD9Q
ngoedaf5.1 

 

 

  

Join Alabama TSA in Making a Difference! 

Let’s make this school year unforgettable! Alabama TSA is rallying 
chapters from across the state to join our national service project and 

raise funds for the American Cancer Society (ACS) through the TSA/ACS 
Spirit of Service Awards program. 

Last year, we proudly achieved Gold level status by donating $1,300. 
This year, we’re aiming even higher, setting our sights on Purple level 

recognition by raising $2,000 or more. 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81393965311?pwd=bWwdlWkzKPJUzfwwkvPD9Qngoedaf5.1
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81393965311?pwd=bWwdlWkzKPJUzfwwkvPD9Qngoedaf5.1


 

This recognition is awarded at the national conference and highlighted on 
the National TSA website. Plus, Alabama TSA will honor the chapter with 

the largest donation with a special plaque at our state conference. 
Together, we can make a significant impact in the fight against cancer. 

Your chapter’s contributions are crucial in helping us reach our goal and 
supporting the vital work of the American Cancer Society. 

Need some fundraising ideas? Check out the ACS website for inspiration: 
Fundraising Ideas Database - American Cancer Society Resources 

Put this project on your chapters program of work and let’s unite, inspire, 
and make a difference! 

 
Fundraising Ideas Database - American Cancer Society Resources 

  

 

 

TSA State Contest Coordinators 

 
Alabama TSA is going to identify contest coordinators at a much 

earlier date to help coordinate and manage the competitive 
events.  We will provide some training to help all coordinators do a 

better job at managing judges, students, and scoring for our events. 
A link will be posted soon so you can request which events you 

would like to serve as a coordinator for.  We will be offering 8 hours 
of professional development for each event that you serve as a 

coordinator or co-coordinator for.  
 

 

https://www.acsresources.org/fundraisingideas/?_ga=2.105269505.348468808.1675101452-1364522607.1657746082


 

 

  

 

Three new videos now available 
  
Be sure to check out the TSA Advisor Academy video series in the 
password-protected TSA Membership System. Three new videos to 
assist advisors in chapter activities are now available. The topics 
featured are forming a TSA Chapter, understanding and using the 
TSA competitive events guide, and recruiting new TSA chapter 
members.  
 
Check back regularly as new planned videos will be posted as they 
are completed. 
  
Advisors at any level of experience are encouraged to use the series 
as a resource to ensure that guiding a chapter will be a smooth and 
successful process. 
 

  
 

 



 

30% TEAMS* Registration Discount 

TEAMS* is a TSA STEM competition that challenges middle school 
and high school teams to solve real-world engineering issues 

through application of their math and science knowledge. The 2025 
TEAMS theme is Engineering for Extreme Weather. 

Register now and be sure to note that affiliated TSA chapters 
receive a 30% registration discount when the code TSA2025 is used. 

Register for TEAMS 

Questions? Contact Amber Williams, TEAMS Manager. 
*Tests of Engineering Aptitude, Mathematics, and Science 

Thank you for your support of TEAMS and TSA. 
 

 

 

2025 Events Lists 

 
The Middle School and High School Events Lists are posted in the 

document library of the Alabama TSA 
website https://alabamatsa.rocks  . Please note, there are a couple of 
significant changes.  Essays On Technology High School no longer 

exists and it has been replaced with Debating Technological 
Issues.  Also, VEX VRC Robotics High School no longer exists and 

has been replaced with a TSA Robotics contest that uses open-
source parts to construct a robot. Which is very similar to the TSA 

Drone Challenge. 
 

 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fb7k5gb44.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001bKGii5cSuUGvRHXkhM41bfUj2a14SY6P0L9vDwYfUAE8XT1oY8JeEt5cb5DAj6BopiEj1-lZvhYE3ZwMO5zSEk4cZa_XWjhy6dV6GBieVGMawjMpCEaPvHp-LdKo3m9a-ZBAgNFBiIzDl5ewHYqFNZTRfMIT4nH7%26c%3DN_f6carh54H8dDlV12gyQTkfoRJr6HpqZcHmCD2NRBoVg2szm8vzyA%3D%3D%26ch%3DrX7jBr1dBg_78x1r59ctQIqGjim5-yzq-okd8nySNKZ-SUQsEQc46Q%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cbscheier%40alsde.edu%7Cbc5ea24631b945c89e5208dcff682bca%7C351f1fc546a145dcb71143cc7df1b62b%7C0%7C0%7C638666070150143524%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CPhpQwpLn6dqmqZlrMfqIJ2e6BaRe76qI9j5dW7Un4s%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fb7k5gb44.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001bKGii5cSuUGvRHXkhM41bfUj2a14SY6P0L9vDwYfUAE8XT1oY8JeElkXCkTNVrkSbOZKkhPvb7aKMzlV0aFd7N1hF4K-mGllcASHsgxW0_thTRwZ7Qc-LBUBs4af7QnLytd8w5r7CFqXKvQOY4_QV5jchInCo14-ZEbDDd0_HCwYkPG1vqFc4ER24ZtUYnyr%26c%3DN_f6carh54H8dDlV12gyQTkfoRJr6HpqZcHmCD2NRBoVg2szm8vzyA%3D%3D%26ch%3DrX7jBr1dBg_78x1r59ctQIqGjim5-yzq-okd8nySNKZ-SUQsEQc46Q%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cbscheier%40alsde.edu%7Cbc5ea24631b945c89e5208dcff682bca%7C351f1fc546a145dcb71143cc7df1b62b%7C0%7C0%7C638666070150195902%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xMaCjE%2F9cmqcpYmgTxKJMtfzCYtVJmxQ1%2BdoaoWmfTs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fb7k5gb44.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001bKGii5cSuUGvRHXkhM41bfUj2a14SY6P0L9vDwYfUAE8XT1oY8JeElkXCkTNVrkSbOZKkhPvb7aKMzlV0aFd7N1hF4K-mGllcASHsgxW0_thTRwZ7Qc-LBUBs4af7QnLytd8w5r7CFqXKvQOY4_QV5jchInCo14-ZEbDDd0_HCwYkPG1vqFc4ER24ZtUYnyr%26c%3DN_f6carh54H8dDlV12gyQTkfoRJr6HpqZcHmCD2NRBoVg2szm8vzyA%3D%3D%26ch%3DrX7jBr1dBg_78x1r59ctQIqGjim5-yzq-okd8nySNKZ-SUQsEQc46Q%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cbscheier%40alsde.edu%7Cbc5ea24631b945c89e5208dcff682bca%7C351f1fc546a145dcb71143cc7df1b62b%7C0%7C0%7C638666070150232754%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sGJGKvInTzQZbG%2BCUv1Pri6DGSAwB5qMKufa9KcQNy4%3D&reserved=0
mailto:awilliams@tsaweb.org
https://alabamatsa.rocks/


 

 

This month's officer spotlight is on State Vice 
President, Karl Spilker! 

 
Karl is a Senior at Elberta High School whwer he is a founding 

member of the chapter and is serving as its first President. He is a 
two-term state officer and has been very reliable in his dedication to 

the association. 
 

He is an active member of his youth group at church, is a founding 
member of the EHS Gaming Club, and has a fun job serving as the 

EHS Mascot, Baxter the Warrior! 
 

Karl is passionate about graphics design and has had several top 
three finishes in the State Pin and State Tee shirt design 

contests.  Likewise, he has done well at TSA's Promotional Design 
and Podcasting contests. 

 
Karl is excited about the approaching Alabama State Leadership 

Conference and would be a good person for your younger members 
to talk with about how they might grow as a leader and competitor in 

TSA. 

 



 

Dates to Remember 

 
State Conference Registration opens February 1st - 

 
State Conference Registration closes February 28th- 

 
Membership must be completed before registering for SLC 

 
State Pin and Tee-Shirt contest deadline is February 28th -  

 
State Officer Applications are due March 14th -  

 
Last day to book hotel at conference rate March 15th -  

 
Silver level Achievement Program submissions due March 22nd - 

  
 

 

 

Announcing a Change for TSA Robotics 
Competition 

 
TSA has greatly valued its partnership with the REC Foundation for 
its delivery of the TSA VEX Robotics competitions at national TSA 
conferences. In recent years, national TSA has received input from 
student members, state and chapter advisors, as well as subject 
matter experts in the TSA community, about the importance of 

providing a nonspecific robotics event – one that adheres to the 
format, delivery, and evaluation criteria of official TSA competitive 

events.  
  

After thoughtful consideration, the TSA, Inc. Board of Directors has 
decided not to continue TSA’s partnership with the REC Foundation. 
Thus, the TSA VEX Robotics competitions will no longer be offered 

to members at the national level. TSA state delegations may choose 
to partner with the REC Foundation for regional and state robotic 

events, independent of national TSA. Beginning with the 2024-2025 
school year, a TSA-branded, open-source robotics competition will 

be offered at the high school level. This competition will follow TSA’s 
competitive event structure, official rules, and rubric. TSA’s 

Competition Regulations Committee (CRC) will develop a middle 
school level robotics event – similar to the high school event – that 

will be introduced in fall 2025. 
 

 



  

 

Competition themes and problems 

 

Middle and high school competitive event themes and problems for 
the 2024-2025 school year are found on the TSA website. Be sure your 

chapter is in the know! 
 

  

 

TSA Achievement Program 
 

The TSA Achievement Program, Pathways to 
Excellence provides bronze, silver, and gold level awards, and 
encourages members to achieve academic merit, professional 

growth, and valuable career skills through involvement in STEM-
based activities. 

The deadline for the state level silver award is March 14, 
2025. The chapter advisor will review and approve the reports of 

those members who have achieved bronze, silver, and gold status as 
we approach that deadline. 

The complete TSA Achievement Program, Pathways to Excellence 
description, as well as instructions for chapter advisors, can be found 

on the chapter advisor site under the Achievement Program tab. 
 

 

  

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001aH3PjENNtiHSW3h2ARwdw9tzDYxTSt16xIlPDgSDfhVDA6q6JvaFrAGBlXXQuPgJxrloUxcnRg-24P8NV5NGXR6ZdOOPgYdA6p9m-osHDY7nSqqPDCZnsW4gvDMEe9aYzz1jOo3sh8gXFimbsWkjhMdzQMTlaNHaFdMinbLMonDxmpAPccyu-0-eD79dPjetZrFxYxAMxqk=&c=hu6Z1i8jOcBNYcJsZ5Rt3gmjf_mWwsidMfBZ5bgrvYNh_4UHSrCwvg==&ch=ayETIRAYGrBiyhYwbCboP2pL4WMkuhluuQ-vgreCkyzC-_0Gpk1IwQ==
https://tsaweb.org/programs/tsa-achievement-program
https://tsaweb.org/programs/tsa-achievement-program


 

  

 


